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Key Focus of Deepening the Building of a Unified National Market
During the 15th Five-Year Plan Period

HAO Dapeng

(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100863, China)

Summary: Building a unified national market is both a practical choice to address increased global economic uncertainty
and an inherent need for China’s economy to shift from scale expansion to quality and efficiency improvement. The Fourth
Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China proposed “eliminating bottlenecks and
obstacles hindering the development of a unified national market”. Therefore, the 15th Five-Year Plan period is a crucial
stage for the building of a unified national market, necessitating breakthroughs and decisive victories.

This paper systematically reviews the historical evolution of the building of a unified national market, from the
“centralized allocation” in the planned economy era, to the partial breakthroughs and institutional transformation after the
reform and opening up, and then to the top-level design and in-depth advancement since the new era. Based on this, this
paper deeply analyzes its profound theoretical connotations, clarifying the significant role of deepening the building of a
unified national market in smoothing the national economic cycle, improving overall market efficiency, fostering a new
development pattern, and developing new quality productive forces. In response to the current practical challenges in
market barriers, factor allocation, circulation systems, market competition, and the synergy of domestic and international
economic flows, during the 15th Five-Year Plan period, efforts should be made to coordinate the building of a unified
national market and unified regional markets, the transitioning of old growth drivers to new ones, coordinated regional
development, fair competition and industrial cultivation, and the linkage between domestic and international markets. In
addition, it is essential to eliminate bottlenecks and obstacles hindering the development of a unified national market to
ensure smoother functioning in production, distribution, circulation, and consumption, and promote the building of an
efficient, standardized, fair, competitive, thereby providing solid support for achieving Chinese modernization.

Compared with existing literature, this paper makes three marginal contributions. First, it systematically reviews the
historical context of the building of a unified national market and summarizes the theoretical connotations underlying its
advancement from the perspectives of smoothing the national economic cycle, improving market integration efficiency,
accelerating the creation of a new development pattern, and developing new quality productive forces. Second, considering
the current practical challenges facing the building of a unified national market and China’s economic realities, it explores
the important principles that must be addressed in the in-depth advancement of a unified national market. Third, this paper
deeply analyzes the practical challenges facing the building of a unified national market and proposes corresponding policy
recommendations to provide policy insights for the faster and higher-quality development of a unified national market. The
practical paths proposed in this paper, based on practical challenges and important principles, not only enrich the
theoretical system of the socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics but also provide theoretical support for
policy formulation, holding significant theoretical value and practical significance.

Key words: a unified national market; market integration; fair competition; 15th Five-Year Plan period
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