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The Impact of Public Service Consumption on Rental Cost among Rental Population .
Policy Reform of Affordable Rental Housing
WANG Qing
(' Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100836, China )
Abstract : Equalizing basic public services is a key development objective in contemporary China. Under the current institutional frame-
work, access to certain public services remains constrained by the household registration system. Ensuring basic public service access
for renters without fixed residential property rights presents a key reform challenge. Current policies prioritize developing affordable rent-
al housing systems to achieve " housing for all". Using housing expenditure as the starting point, this study examines how public service
spending correlates with rental costs, revealing renters” consumption patterns. The results indicate a substitution effect between health-
care spending and rent, while education, entertainment, and facility expenditures are complementary to rent. These relationships exhib-
it group variations based on income levels and household registration status. As the most accessible housing security option, affordable
rental housing requires policy reforms that address group disparities and practical needs to optimize public service provision.

Keywords : rental population; public service; consumption structure; affordable rental housing



