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ABSTRACTS

Marxism and Research Approaches to Traditional Chinese Economic Thought
Miao Degang and Wei Zhong « 39

Traditional Chinese economic thought not only possesses distinctive indigenous
characteristics but also contains exceptional wisdom relevant to contemporary
realities, forming the historical foundation for constructing an independent knowledge
system of Chinese economics. Since modern times, amid the disciplinary
systematization of traditional Chinese economic thought driven by transformations in
social production modes, Marxism has emerged as the guiding theory for its creative
transformation. This has illuminated central research concerns deserving focus and
effectively resolved preliminary methodological challenges, such as historical
periodization. The dynamic practice of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the
new era has created fresh opportunities for advancing studies of traditional Chinese
economic thought. It is therefore essential to integrate the basic tenets of Marxism
with China’s specific realities and fine traditional culture, explore the essential ideas
embedded in traditional Chinese economic thought, and promote its creative
transformation. This endeavor will provide historical insight for addressing the
questions of our time and enable the enduring renewal of China’s fine traditional
culture.

The Success and Failure of Dependency Theory: Lessons for Developing Chinese
Independent Knowledge System Zhong Yang < 61 -«

Constructing an independent theoretical framework is essential for building an
independent knowledge system. In the history of modern philosophy and the social
sciences, Dependency Theory, proposed by Latin American scholars, represents a
pioneering attempt by developing countries to construct an independent theoretical
framework. Its success did not lie in replacing Western modernization theory but in
establishing an internally coherent framework capable of rivaling Western theories
and achieving broad international dissemination. However, its theoretical limitations
and practical shortcomings reveal that, much like Western modernization theory,
Dependency Theory cannot adequately explain the achievements of the unique Chinese
path to modernization. From the perspective of knowledge production and theoretical
innovation, the experience of Dependency Theory underscores that building an
independent knowledge system requires properly handling the dialectical relationship
between theory and practice, valuing both theoretical innovation and the accumulation
and transmission of knowledge, cultivating academic organizational structures suited
to independent knowledge production, and enhancing the role of international
academic publication and collaboration in scholarly exchange.

The Emergence of the Artistic Doctrine of Mind-Nature and the Chinese Spirit of Art
Niu Hongbao « 70 -

The moral doctrine of mind-nature (xin xing ), developed during the period of
the Hundred Schools of Thought, and the Daoist doctrine of enlightened mind-nature
both embody a distinctive mode of reflection: a conscious and emergent foregrounding
of a priori condition that makes practice and experience possible. Guided by this
modality, the concept of an artistic mind-nature first emerged from pre-Han ideas
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