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The Theory of Chinese Path to Modernization as a Result of Innovative
Development of Marxism: Thoughts from Studying the Spirit of

the 20th CPC National Congress
PEI Changhong®" and NI Jiangfei*
(a: Institute of Economics, CASS;

b: University of International Business and Economics)
Summary: Modernization refers to the transformation process of human society from a traditional agriculture society to a
modern industrial society, which is a comprehensive social change with industrialization as the core. Modernization
originated from western capitalist society had shown the highly developed industrialized society to other countries. As a
result, Western modern sociologists argued that western civilization is the most advanced human culture. With the
worldwide expansion of penetration of capitalism, it was strongly believed that non-western countries must be westernized.
Especially, after the US becoming the center and leader of western capitalism, western society was full of novelty and
admiration for the US. The book The Rise of the West written by McNeill became the symbol of the ‘ American century’. In
this context, some western modernization theorists suggested that the concept of modernization is mainly an American
concept. Their theory of modernization is full of the values of western centralism, and they have been preaching there is
only one mode of modernization, namely the modernization of capitalism. Therefore, one of purposes of their theory is to
induce non-western countries to learn from them and imitate them by preaching modernization theories, which in order to
bring non-western countries into the capitalist world.

The report of the 20th National Congress of CPC systematically discussed the theory of Chinese path to modernization,
which is the major innovative development of the adaption of Marxism to the Chinese context and the needs of times. Marxist
classic writers have initially established a scientific theory of modernization, which distinguished from the western
bourgeoisie’s theory of modernization and left room for later innovation and development of modernization. This world view of
the theory is historical materialism, and its basic characteristics are open and developing, rather than closed and stagnant.
Just as Engels said: Marx’s whole world outlook is not a doctrine, but a method. It does not provide ready-made dogmas,
but the starting point for further research and methods for such research. Chinese path to modernization is the result of
combination of the basic principles of Marxism with China’s national conditions. Mao Zedong led the Chinese people to
establish the new China, which provided the political premise and institutional basis for Chinese path to modernization. The
connotation of modernization in the initial stage of the new China involved the necessity of the combination of Chinese path
to modernization and the socialist road, and the objective regularity of the combination of the establishment of the foundation
of the socialist system and the practice of China’s industrialization. After the reform and opening up, Deng Xiaoping put
forward the concept of Chinese path to modernization for the first time. In this stage of development, the theory of Chinese
path to modernization solved the relationship between the primary stage of socialism and the establishment of a moderately
prosperous society, between the primary stage of socialism and reforming relations of production that do not adapt to the
development of productivity growth, established the basic economic system in the primary stage of socialism and stressed
that the opening up is the only path to modernization.

Since the 18th National Congress of CPC, the theory of Chinese path modernization has been further enriched and
developed. It includes the Five-sphere Integrated Plan referring to China’s overall plan for building socialism with Chinese
characteristics, the Four-pronged Comprehensive Strategy referring to China’s strategic plan for building socialism with
Chinese characteristics, the establishment of a systematic socialism with Chinese characteristics, setting up the people
centered development thought. What’s more, the historical destination of Chinese path to modernization is the new form of
human civilization. When confronting the questions posed by the times and the world, the answer of the theory emphasizes
there is no one size for all modernization model. The Chinese path to modernization has both features of modernization in all
countries and the Chinese characteristics based on its own conditions. Modernization is not the worship of GDP but
multifaceted, which determines the diversity of modern civilization and the inevitability of a community with a shared future
for mankind. It requires strong political core leadership and the principle of independence of self-reliance. The CPC is the
core leadership of the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics and following our own cause is the historical conclusion
drawn from the centenary struggle of the CPC. It requires to control and make full use of capital. On the one hand, the
capital has a civilized aspect including the promotion of productivity development, good for the development of social
relations, and good for the creation of various elements conductive to higher and new forms. On the other hand, the capital
has the tendency to expand disorderly, which damages to the interests of the public. The Chinese path to modernization is a
peaceful modernization, and the realization of China’s and other non-western countries are bound to become a powerful
peace force for safeguarding world peace.

Keywords: Chinese Path to Modernization Theory; The Adaption of Marxism to the Chinese Context and the Needs of the
Times; Chinese Answer to Modernization
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