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Some Issues Concerning How the Research in Chinese Economic History
Follow the Guidance of Marxism
Wang Haibo

Abstract; Based on long-term study on the history of Chinese industrial economy, this paper takes the
example of the book The History of Chinese Industrial Economy (1949. 10 — 2015) to discuss how the
research in Chinese economic history can achieve what General Secretary Xi Jinping put forward that
“Chinese philosophical and social sciences should continue to follow the guidance of Marxism”. Firstly, the
research should be guided by Marxism with Chinese characteristics, aiming to unveil the historical process
and the laws of the change and development in the relations of production ( including basic economic
institutions and economic systems which are the realization of the former or the operating mechanisms of
economy) and productive forces. Secondly, the research must follow the principle required by dialectical
materialism that “seeking truth purely from facts”. Thirdly, it must adhere to the productivity standards
consistent with the requirements of historical materialism. Fourthly, the historical process of economic
reform and development must be studied and stated from the perspectives of both quality and quantity.
Fifthly, it must reflect the critical thinking and revolutionary spirit of Marxism. Last but not least, it must
be innovative.
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