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Analysis on Land Redemption Movement of West Shandong and South Hebei
in the Middle and Late Anti-Japanese War
Xu Chang

Abstract; Within the period of 1941 to 1943, a succession of unprecedented disasters, including floods,
droughts, and plagues of locusts, followed close upon another in West Shandong and South Hebei Province.
As the combined consequences of natural catastrophes and cruelty of Japanese puppets peaked in 1943
civilians in this area could survive on nothing but selling their residences and land property for food.
Fortunately at the closure of 1943, this unfavorable situation took a turn for the better. The Communists, as
well as boosted production, put a series of regulations and policies into effect aiming to ameliorate the
damage rendered by famine. Specifically, these policies put an emphasis on protecting the benefits of the
less privileged as an insurance of fairness and negotiation, and meanwhile, traitors were treated
differently. During this movement, the Anti-Japanese government of Communists developed a wide range of
actions devoted to, for instance, extensively ideological mobilization, rousing the enthusiasm of especially
the poor, and prudent approach to problems and trifling situations that were likely to come up. Due to their
respectable efforts, not only did the movement play a crucial role in redeeming land property that had been
sold during the harsh time, but also the actual strength of the military base was enhanced incredibly, which
provided a foothold for the future victory of the Anti-Japanese war.

Key Words; West Shandong and South Hebei; Famine ; Land ; Redemption
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