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The“ Heart” of Circulation of Commodities: The Warehousing Industry of
Hankow in the Republic of China(1912 -1937)
Jing Yuanyuan

Abstract . Hankow’s ware-housing industry experienced a boom and became an integrated service industry
with multiple functions in the republic of China. The traveling merchants’ business need and the changes of
Hankow’s commerce environment increased the dependence of traveling merchants to the ware-housing
industry. Especially after 1927 ,the cooperation with banks helped to solve the problem of capital shortage.
Thus, the ware-housing industry gradually became an irreplaceable part in Hankow’s commercial operation.
When transported to Hankow, goods must be preserved in warehouses at first, which gradually became a
fixed patternl—*Traveling merchants—warehouse” pattern. The warehousing industry played an important
role in circulation of commodities and finance in Hankow. A boom of ware-housing industry was a guarantee
of the powerful radiant ability of a commercial center. Therefore, the consolidation and development of
“Traveling merchants—warehouse” pattern was an important way to reinforce the links between Hankow
and the hinterland and expand Hankow’s hinterland.

Key Words: Hankow; Warehousing Industry; Traveling Merchant; Commerce
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