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On a Long Scroll Document (No. 7741) of Debit and Credit Contracts in
Tangut Cursive Script Unearthed in Khara Khoto
Zhao Tianying

Abstract : The long scroll document (No. 7741) of Debit and Credit Contracts in Tangut script unearthed in
Khara Khoto was Tangut cursive manuscript, which had 20 loaned grain contracts of the Pudu Temple. This
article transcribed Tangut cursive into regular script, translated into Chinese, and made a preliminary
study. Each contract had regular form and clearly recorded the lender, the loan type and quantity of grain,
interest rate, loan term, loan payment for breach of contract, witnesses and other information, that is the
precious raw materials of Xixia socio-economic studies. It reflected Xixia grain loaning mainly to the family,
the contract must had a guarantor. Xixia Temples had high grain loaning rate and lage breach of contract
penalties. More Names appeared in contracts, from which reflected the ethnic composition of Xixia and
person’s name orientation.

Key Words: Xixia; Tangut Cursive Script; Debit and Credit Contract; Khara Khoto Document
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