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A Study of the Privatization of Military Land in Ming and Qing Dynasties

Mao Yike
Abstract ; The proprietorship of military land in Ming and Qing Dynasties went through a transformation from
state ownership to private ownership. During the state-ownership period, military lands were first
distributed, and then leased to military families after 1435. The military families gradually gained
permanent tenancy rights, and weakened the state’s proprietary of military lands. In 1727, the Qing
Government declared to admit the privatization of military lands. They at first attempted to have tenants
buying out the military lands, but had to give up after several provinces’ officials expressed their opposition.
As a result, military lands were privatized free of charge. The land contracts in Fujian Province also
reflected the change of transaction modes of military lands.
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