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A New Study on the Property Tax in the Qin
Bamboo Slips Kept in Yuelu Academy
Zhu Degui  Zhuang Xiaoxia
Abstract ; The Qin Bamboo Slips Kept in Yuelu Academy published recently disclosed the historical truth of
property tax for the first time. According to the records of the latest bamboo slips, this view of “there is no
property tax in Qin and early Han Dynasty” is obviously wrong. At the same time, the number of bamboo
slips further confirmed the “ZiSuan” is not “property tax”. The research shows that the levy of “property
tax” is roughly divided into four steps in Qin Dynasty. The first step is to determine the object of property
tax levy; The second step is to stipulate the scope of property tax levy; The third step is levy the property
tax by discounting the amount according to households; The fourth step is to establish specialized agencies
to retrieve the tardy money belonging to the local authorities. These Bamboo Slips fill the blank historical
materials about “hidden property tax” in Qin and Han Dynasties. These Bamboo Slips also deepens the
academic circles to understand the judicial system of the Qin Dynasty.

Key Words; Qin Bamboo Slips Kept in Yuelu Academy; Property Tax; ZiSuan;
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