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The Temporary and Floating Population and
the Construction of the Tang Dynasty’s Capitals
Ning Xin

Abstract; The main characteristic of the cities’ development and change in the Tang-Song Period is
population’s flow and concentration to the metropolis primarily capitals. During the expansion process, the
metropolis represented by capitals showed two tendencies. First, lots of dispersed labor power flooded into
the capitals and metropolis which offered more chances of survival. Second, with the economic development
and social wealth accumulation to the capitals, the architectural requirements of the royal, feudal officials
and private persons expanded accordingly. The both-way requirements accelerated the ascendant
construction of metropolis represented by the capitals Chang’an and Luoyang, also promoted the cultivation
and growth of the construction market. From the official and private construction which had huge demand in
Chang’an and Luoyang as the Tang Dynasty’s capitals, this article probes into the change of construction
labor power’s source and structure in the trend from corvee to employing recruitment, hoping to have insight
into the interaction between the massive temporary and floating population in the capitals ( mainly floating
population ) and the capitals’ social economy development on this basis.
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