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The Rise and Fall of Sericulture and Silk Industry on the Ancient Silk Road:

A New Study of Sericulture and Silk Industry Documents Unearthed in Turpan
Nie Xiaohong Ding Juntao

Abstract; There are many Documents concerning Sericulture and Silk unearthed in Turpan. This paper tries
to uncover the reason why sericulture and silk industry thrived in Gaochang County and in the early
Gaochang Kingdom. The western demand for silks and the stop of silk supply in late Jin Dynasty brings
about the opportunity of sericulture and industry development in Gaochang. Gaochang government
encouraged Mulberry silkworms, controlled a large number of sericulture and silk weaving households, with
an effort to collect and sell silk abroad. When Qu Xing established Gaochang Kingdom ( subjected to Beiwei
Dynasty ) , the silk road was restarted, so the silk produced by the Central Plains was rushed into the west,
hit the silk market in Gaochang. Silver coin replaced silk as the currency, which changed Gaochang silk
industry from wax to wane. After Tang Dynasty destroyed Gaochang, silk produced by advanced technology
poured into the west, which caused the sericulture and silk industry shrink, finally replaced by cotton
cloth. The changes in historic backgrounds determine the rise and fall of the sericulture and silk industry.

Key Words: Turpan Documents; Sericulture and Silk Industry; Silk Weaving Household
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