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A Study on the Employment Contract in Tangut Script
Unearthed in Khara Khoto
Shi Jinbo

Abstract; The employment contract in Tangut script unearthed in Khara Khoto so far is the only known
employment contract in the period of 11th to 13th century. The discovery of this document filled in the blank
of the study on employment contracts of this period, and it has high documentary and academic values. In
this paper, we recognized the cursive script in the contract, transform it into regular script, and translate the
text into Chinese. Meanwhile, we interpret the content of this document and make a preliminary research on
it. In this contract, the employees were Tangut people who were the majority ethnic group of Xixia. These
people were transformed from nomads to farmers. The employment contract in Tangut script inherited the
tradition of Chinese contract, both in form and content. It reflects and reveals circumstances of employment
and relevant economic details in Xixia, partly mirrors the operating characteristics of Xixia’s agricultural
economy from one side. From this point we could understand some basic features of agriculture in that
period. The content and form of the contract tend to be more simplified, and show an obvious master-slave
relationship between employers and employees, lower salaries and higher labor intensity for
employees. These characteristics may be related to the social instability of the later Xixia.
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