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A Survey on the Military Officer’s Salary System in the Yuan Dynasty
Zhang Guowang

Abstract:In the Yuan Dynasty, the salary of a military officer was paid by the mixture of money and rice,
or by money alone, a difference that was decided by whether he was a central military officer or a local
military officer. The military officer’s salary system saw four major changes in 1270, 1285, 1310, 1313
respectively. We can figure out that in the History of the Yuan Dynasty, the salary amounts of the central
and local military officers such as Right Guards reveal the salary payment by the mixture of money and rice
beginning from the 7th year of Yanyou reign period. The salary amounts recorded in the Yuan tien-chang as
well as the local chronicles reveal the salary payment for military officers garrisoning frontiers in 1285 and
1313 respectively.

Key Words:The Yuan Dynasty; Military Officers; Officer Salary System; Yuan Tien-Chang
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