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The Transformation of the Production Technology of the
Hai Salt in Shanxi during the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Huang Zhuangzhao

Abstract . Collecting salt directly from the Lake Hai was the main production way of the Hai salt in Shanxi
during the early and mid Ming. After the flood in the Longqing period, people had to explore the method of
producing salt through solar evaporation in basins. However, some of the salt was produced beside the small
salt lakes which were lack of xieoban (a mix mineral consisting of blodite and mirabilite ), and the
technology was not able to remove the bitter impurities, therefore the salt was not accepted by the market
and the Hedong Salt Commission had to givie up some market areas in order to reduce the salt tax that they
had to collect. Under such circumstances, the salt commission allowed salt merchants to participate in the
production of solar salt. Most of the salt producers (yanding) who were responsible for collecting salt had
run away due to the disturbance during the late Ming and early Qing, thus the salt commission carried out
the policy that the salt basins could be contracted to merchants, so that the salt merchants could employ
skilled workers for the production of salt. This provided important institutional guarantee for the adoption and
popularization of the new technology of successive basin solar evaporation.

Key Words;The Hai salt; Solar Evaporation in Basins; Technology
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