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To Conserve the Old Institution and to Create the New .
The Establishment of Salt Fields System in Guangdong
Province in the Hongwu Period
Li Xiaolong

Abstract ; Salt tax is a crucial fiscal revenue to the government in Ming dynasty. The government had been
implementing the policy of salt monopoly. In order to ensure the monopoly, the Ming government had
published seemingly strict rules on the salt producers ever since its establishment. However, the actual
implementation of the rules departed from the initial wishes of the government, due to the complicated
political and social environment in different salt fields. Take the case of a Guangdong salt supervisorate as an
example, the establishment of salt fields system in the Hongwu period presented a process of inheriting the
old system and data of Yuan dynasty and developing new ones from them. During this process, with the
influence of the old system and the local society, the actual operation of the law system in local salt fields
have changed, which also laid hidden danger for the future collapse of the institutional system established in
the beginning of the dynasty.
Key Words: Salt Administration; Salt Fields System; Salt-men; The Early Ming Dynasty; Guangdong
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