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People’s Livelihood, the Dynasty’s Economy and the Way of Seeking Dao :
Multiple Meanings of Benye in the Ming Dynasty
Sun Jie

Abstract ; With the development of commodity economy, people’s attitudes to commerce and merchants had been
changed during the mid- and late Ming Dynasty, as manifested in considering commerce as benye (fundamental
economic sector). In fact, the meaning of benye in the Ming Dynasty was multiple. For ordinary people, it was
simply referred to livelihood. For the state, it meant pro-agriculture, and sometimes an opposite of youshou
(jobless vagrants). For the literati, benye was the way of seeking Dao, but their scholarly reading and Dao
pursuit were gradually separated from each other during the mid- and late Ming Dynasty.

Key Words: The Ming Dynasty; Benye; People’s Livelihood; The Dynasty’s Economy; The Way of Seeking
Dao
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