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The Exited Modernity
——The Rise and Decline of the Cotton Cultivation in Northeast China since the Modern Times
Wang Daren

Abstract ; Since the modern times, the introduction and improvement of cotton seed has made it possible to
cultivate cotton in a large scale in Northeast China. Although the local farmers had the impetus and
expectation to obtain more benefits from cotton cultivation, the instability of its benefits caused by freeze
injury, diseases and pests has always been the bottleneck of the development of cotton cultivation in
Northeast China. Seeing that the improved cotton seed failed to settle freeze injury, diseases and pests, the
maintenance and expansion of the cotton cultivation in Northeast China is due largely to the intervention of
political power. Cotton cultivation is a symbol of “modernity” , however, the farmers of Northeast China did
not benefit from it, which is the most fundamental cause why cotton cultivation eventually exited from
Northeast China under market mechanism.

Key Words; Northtast; Cotton; Agriculture Modernization; Market Mechanism
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