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Abstract: The business environment serves as a critical foundation and prerequisite for stimulating innovative and entrepreneurial
activities. Based on data including the number of newly registered enterprises from 2017 to 2022, this paper empirically
examines the role of traditional business culture in the influence and effectiveness of the business environment on
entrepreneurial vitality. The empirical results indicate that the positive stimulating effect of business environment
improvement on entrepreneurial vitality is more pronounced in regions at a greater distance from the origins of traditional
business culture. This conclusion remains robust after a series of tests, including replacing regional division criteria,
controlling for spatial autocorrelation, and applying propensity score matching. Mechanism tests reveal that in regions with
a profound traditional business culture, entrepreneurial activities depend heavily on interpersonal networks, leading to a
relatively weaker response to changes in the local business environment. Meanwhile, the risk preference mechanism lacks
empirical support. On this basis, the following policy implications are proposed: strengthen confidence and enhance the
construction of the business environment in regions with weak traditional business culture; clarify the optimization rhythm
and adhere to the overall direction of deepening the reform of the business environment; highlight the construction of a
service—oriented government and focus on improving the quality of soft institutions.
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