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Pathways to Improving the Basic Public Service System

Policy recommendations for accelerating the equalization of urban and rural public services

during the 15th Five—Year Plan period
FAN Guo

(Institue of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100836 )

Abstract: The supply and demand of basic public services are closely intertwined with comprehensive rural revitaliza—
tion and the integrated development of urban and rural areas. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China, the basic public service system has been steadily improved, institutional gaps between urban and rural areas have been
narrowed, and public resources have been continuously channeled towards rural areas. During the 14th Five—Year Plan peri—
od, the coverage and quality of basic public services were expanded and upgraded, advancing the equalization of such services
through enhanced social security, improved social services, and notable progress in social undertakings.In response to demo—
graphic changes across urban and rural populations, a series of initiatives in childcare, education, and elderly care have been
implemented to further promote the equalization of basic public services. Based on projected population distributions by age
group in cities, towns, and villages during the upcoming 15th Five—Year Plan period, optimizing resource allocation and bal —
ancing supply and demand across service categories are identified as key priorities. Strengthening financial support, advancing
standardized basic public service projects, enhancing county—level resource allocation, and expanding basic public service pro—
vision for the rural migrant population constitute essential measures to accelerate the equalization of urban and rural basic

public services.

Keywords: basic public services; equalization; comprehensive rural revitalization; integrated development of urban and

rural areas
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