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Inheritance and Innovation of Approaches to National Governance: Historical Experience in the

Compilation of Five-Year Plans and Its Enlightening Significance to the 15th Five-Year Plan

ZHAO Xuejun

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Summary: The five-year plan system is an important part of the CPC’ s governance in China. There have been 14
five-year plans playing an important role in promoting the construction of a modern socialist country.

Our historical experience in the compilation of five-year plans is as follows. Firstly, the five-year plan should be
based on a correct development philosophy, a broad and long-term view under the guidance of the latest theoretical
achievements in adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. The guidance of the latest theoretical achievements in adapting
Marxism to China’s conditions is the CPC’s political strength in overall charge of the situation in all fields, and a correct
development philosophy is an effective guideline for a proactive government to plan future development. Secondly, the
new five-year plan should be made from a global perspective. Having a deep insight into the global economic and political
context, making an accurate prediction on its development trend and a correct evaluation of the political and economic re-
lations between China and other countries help balance opening and independence, considering both domestic and exter-
nal situations in a coordinated way, and making the full use of both domestic and international markets and resources to
promote economic construction. Thirdly, we must determine our major construction tasks in the medium and long term
based on an accurate understanding of our historical position. The consistent theme from the First Five-Year Plan to the
14th Five-Year Plan is building China into a modern socialist country. Based on a correct cognition of different historical
periods, the CPC and the Chinese government have designed very practical and feasible phased tasks and economic devel-
opment direction to promote sustained economic growth. Lastly, the compilation of the five-year plan should be based on
scientific methods. We took all factors into consideration, allowing for unforeseen circumstances during the process of
compiling the 1st to the 14th five-year plans with scientific methods, such as system methodology.

The Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee has set the major objectives for economic and so-
cial development in the 15th Five-Year Plan period. The guiding ideology, development philosophy, and basic principles
of the 15th Five-Year Plan have been decided. For the compilation of the 15th Five-Year Plan, we need to analyze the ex-
ternal environment for our development and the historical stage of development we are in, and use our historical experi-
ence in the compilation of five-year plans as an important reference. The primary goal of the 15th Five-Year Plan set by
the Recommendations of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China for Formulating the 15th Five-Year
Plan for National Economic and Social Development is to achieve significant results in high-quality development. Hence,
the focus of the formulation of the 15th Five-Year Plan should be high-quality development. Firstly, we should strive to
build a modern industrial system and consolidate the foundation of the real economy. We should place the development of
new quality productive forces in a more prominent strategic position, promote the deep integration of technological and in-
dustrial innovation, construct a modernized industrial system underpinned by advanced manufacturing, and strengthen
our advantages on the entire industrial chain. Secondly, we should manage to build a strong domestic market and acceler-
ate the establishment of a new development paradigm. Thirdly, we need to expand high-level opening up. Our develop-
ment should be based on our own strength. Additionally, we should make good use of global production factors and mar-
ket resources. Fourthly, we have to continue deepening economic reform. Comprehensive improvement of the institu-
tional system is helpful to remove institutional and systemic obstacles that hinder the high-quality development. Fifthly,
we need to ensure and improve living standards through development and promote common prosperity for all. Lastly, we
should balance development and security better and ensure the new development paradigm with the new security pattern.
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