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Ideological Superstructure: A Key Category in State Governance
from the Perspective of Historical Materialism

Yang Hutao
(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732; School of Economics, Universi-

ty of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488)

Abstract: The superstructure comprises the political superstructure and the ideological superstructure. The
ideological superstructure contains extremely complex and diverse contents. For building a political
community to form an "imagined community", shared ideas related to the legitimacy source of political power
undoubtedly hold a decisive position in the ideological superstructure. In the interactive influence among the
superstructure, economic base (social structure), and productive forces, the ideological superstructure is a key
variable within the superstructure. It exerts important influences on the nature of the political superstructure, as
well as the objectives, objects, and processes of state governance. Neglect of the ideological superstructure not
only tends to obscure the differences between the state and the government in terms of governance but also
overlooks the organic connection between the political superstructure and the ideological superstructure,
making it difficult to grasp the impact of a political community's shared ideas on state governance at the
conceptual level. Grasping the core concepts within the ideological superstructure, especially the governing
philosophy of "putting the people at the center", is the key to understanding the formation and development of
China's national governance system with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: Ideological superstructure; Political superstructure; State governance; Historical materialism;

People-centered

15

HEM  hitps://www.cnki.net



REM  hitps://www.cnki.net



