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Review and Reflections on the Research of the “Two
Unwavering Commitments”: Discussions on the
Relationship Between the Public and

Non-Public Sectors
Zhang Xu" and Yu Mengmeng"
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School of Marxism Studies Renmin University of China")

Abstract: The “T'wo Unwavering Commitments” namely ‘“unswervingly consolidating
and developing the public sector and unswervingly encouraging supporting and

41



2025 2

guiding the development of the non-public sector ” constitute a fundamental policy for
upholding and advancing socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era and an
essential requirement for upholding and improving the basic socialist economic
systems. Since the 16th National Congress of the Communist Party of China first
proposed the principle of the “Two Unwavering Commitments”  economic theorists
have engaged in extensive exploration and debates on the relationship between these
two commitments the interplay between state-owned and private enterprises mixed—
ownership economy the “theory of ownership neutrality” and Marx s concept of
“individual ownership”. Building on a clarification of academic research and relevant
policy formulations this paper further confirms that the public and non-public sectors
are interconnected and distinct with their roles differing significantly across contexts.
Under the socialist market economy state-owned and private enterprises are equally
vital components of the socialist market economy. The mixed-ownership economy
serves as an important organizational form for the basic economic system of the primary
stage of socialism playing a critical role in fostering complementary strengths mutual
reinforcement and shared development among various forms of capital. Grasping the
connotation and forms of ownership from Marx s concept of “individual ownership”
serves as a crucial theoretical basis for clarifying academic discussions on the “theory
of ownership neutrality”.

Keywords “Two Unwavering Commitments” Public Sector Non-Public Sector
Symbiotic Development
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