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Building a Chinese Intellectual System in Economics

Should Uphold “Two Combinations”
Pei Changhong

(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; Building a Chinese intellectual system in philosophy and social sciences is a
reform initiative put forth at the Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of

the Communist Party of China. Effectively leveraging the resources of China’s fine
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traditional culture and gaining the beneficial elements from it is integral to building a
Chinese intellectual system in philosophy and social sciences, particularly in
economics. First, the distinctive characteristics of Chinese civilization elucidated by
General Secretary Xi Jinping provide a theoretical framework and guiding principles for
our commitment to cultural inheritance and development in building a Chinese
intellectual system in economics. The continuity and unity of Chinese civilization serve
as the foundational pillars of the Chinese intellectual system in economics, while its
inclusiveness, peaceful nature, and innovation represent the underlying logic of this
system into the future. Second, it is imperative to illuminate the path of disciplinary
development of Chinese economic history and Chinese economic thinking history with
the truth of Marxism and revitalize the essence of Chinese civilization, making it an
origin of thoughts and national elements for research of contemporary economic issues
and economics. Third, to build a Chinese intellectual system in economics, we need to
effectively leverage three kinds of resources: the resource of Marxism, the resource of
China’s fine traditional culture, and the resource of foreign philosophy and social
sciences. We should accurately assess and differentiate the strengths and weaknesses of
Western economic resources, extracting their valuable insights while discarding less
relevant aspects. Meanwhile, we should consistently advocate for, practice, and refine
the utilization of the resources of Marxism and China’s fine traditional culture, with a
particular focus on the latter. This endeavor necessitates unremitting efforts.
Keywords: Chinese Intellectual System in Economics, Cultural Inheritance and
Development, Chinese Economic Thinking Civilization
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