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On Archive of Kawakami Hajime .

Conversions from the Historical School to Marxism
Liv Qunyi® and Xiang Zeyu"

( School of Economics, Peking University"")

Abstract; As a key figure in the history of Marxist economic thought in East Asia, the
importance of Kawakami Hajime can never be overemphasized. This paper attempts to
use Kawakami’s archives from Kyoto University to catch up with his intellectual
journey, i. e. , the conversion from the historical school to a Marxist, and thereby to
see the characteristics of economic thought and Zeitgeist in East Asia during the first
half of the 20th century. Based on the enlightenment of statecraft thought, Kawakami
questioned social issues through religious beliefs and integrated the two in the tradition
of historical school, and then turned to Marxism in his practice of teaching and
enlightening the people, ultimately choosing scientific socialism. Tracing this
intellectual journey also helps to understand Kawakami’s second conversion, both of
which manifest, his attention to and following of Zeitgeist, and the possibility of change
that followed.
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