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WR™) o AN, AP SRS 40 B KB G, 22l A RECH Ft Ak
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MO B EBER  B A (ML, 1936) o HOk, AR SR 2 i Bl 9 R AR 5 5
B, B YIRS e R 0 —i 0, WS HARAHNA LA RZ LI E R
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RHTHENRTT S, RIS SR 2 B P f oo L Z R A2 B T 5. 4
RN T SRR A SRRBF K R, M TWRE VTS R, 4535 St A ik
PIPRSE A . A R 22 T s I R IR 55, NI 2 el T AR I A SR A
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Evolution of Theories and Practices of
“Yigong-daizhen”
Zhu Ling
(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;

School of Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: “Yigong-daizhen” is an institutional arrangement originated from disaster
relief and prevention. The institutional design of “Yigong-daizhen” is established on the
thought to deliver the aids to the labors and their families with urgent needs while
avoiding welfare dependency and labor market distortion. It serves for poverty alleviation
in a way that governments or civil societies invest in the public works and employ the
poor labor from the disaster affected. Based on the public works investment, the assets
are created for the society while the poor get the short-term jobs and earnings with their
own effort. “Yigong-daizhen” was initiated during the Pre-Qin period and boomed in
the earlier Song Dynasty. “Yigong-daizhen” was then further institutionalized in Qing
Dynasty. During the period of the Republic of China in Chinese Mainland, the non-
government organizations introduced the modernized approaches from abroad into the
funds and projects management of the “ Yigong-daizhen” program. The theories,
policies and practices of “Yigong-daizhen” have been extended and well applied to the
poverty reduction and sustainable development programs in present China.
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