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Japanese Policies of Farming Structure, the Straits of
Agricultural Development in Japan and their Significance
Han Chaohua

(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; Japan has advanced various policies to improve its farming structures and
promote scaling of agricultural operation since 1960s. However, those policies have not
succeeded as their planners anticipated and made Japanese agriculture into the straits
of development. The main problems are the miniature farms with by-business
persistently constituting the majority of agricultural operations, low productivity, high
costs, and uncompetitive of agriculture, aging farmers and few successor of the farms
in prospect, and then continuing declining of food self-sufficiency ratio in Japan. Many
of economic and social dimensions of Japanese society lead to the failure of the
Japanese structural policies of farming. China is facing similar problems of agriculture
as Japan, and it will be helpful to study the basic background and lessons of Japanese
policies of farming structure for prevention of China’s agriculture from the
developmental straits of Japan’s agriculture.

Keywords: Scaling of Agricultural Operation, Miniature Farm with By-business, Food
Self-sufficiency Ratio
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