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T SRR 26 T R BAMMARH 2 . A, AR 7 A an w1 2 25 4 o R e 45 X — 4,
BERA T e B S0, AR R BR85S I Jr e . INSEEH R AR E R m K i1 R KO T R
TCi & BN 7B T, T X S B T I R AT A5 R R R A A s R A AR 4
T AE 7 238 AR K P [ 35 T 7K 9 [T, 2075 28 B4 2 PR Y B0 - T (2517, 2023) o
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KRB, B0 U T HEACBE BAT B b B A S K SO B 7 B b SR Y 4% 7 RO N LA T
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TEE TR EMRT 2.1 BRARIRAS T L 5358 W ) T4 2R 1 A0 48 i 3 O 10 T R AR 1 ROk
k.

X B IR B BT, SE B b iR S RE FE AT A At 2 i Sl A D R S AT B (R A A ) A BE £
T A 9 TR O R AR B A 2 b BORSPZT X A A S e BRI il R BES IR Y T A
PR, — e DL T 2 RS RS A TR IR A BUIR o A0, il T B EA (2020) LA H A 225, I
FERANATEEM, Em TXNPREE AR W, BRI, 85— 5 R
T bm HERE AR B A 2 b BOKP- 2278 o il S mT RUHEIE PS8 0E B DR 30N . — 5 ThT, 7 U0 AR A9 1
BT, BB AR 7 AR MR T (80 T ) A 2 P BKF SR T RA SR (B ) AT EE. 5
— 5 I, 15 75 JE B WU AN TR E B R 2 A ETER RS 0L T AR AE B R S Ak 2 AR AKCF B IEA
RRFR o BTG UL, A 36 i fah /D R R G e A 77 o4, DA 8 22 A g A A 2 )22 vl o) 2 22 Ik 9 S0, R
0 B8 2R AR A e A AR AR R ) 25 S A o X — e T R A8, T L SERE A i AR
4 £ SR AN 2l P ol X AN A

PR A 2 BRARU AR T R S 0 B A R ] — M, AR AT I R KO A R A R
XSGR SCHE . D I Y B R S R 22 A R, AT DA AE 4 3 R i B ) B A AR B AT
REWS I H. o 24k S0 T AR, (82 IS Bl M B R AT AN IR B o i A B Y, FeA Tl LAl
— R AL TR S A 5 BVBOURAE sl AU Ak 2 AT Y 7 s % TR E4 T T 7 T b 7E
ATIIREE . X B FRATT 2 AR 5L S BE 6 R Ak 2 75 R A 4% 1 R B S i O 3, A5 Aol xR 22
7 SR A 7 B Y SR A AR R 2 Ak R T OIS BT LR A R O g g Bl
A LA B B AR AR R B R S, A B R A S R T R B AR AR, S A R T A R AR T 1)
EARAT  LE D RE B el DR A AR B AR TR

SR, F AT N 3% 46, 5 W X 7= i 0 5 M 4% 5, R L B — S B A A 2 b
B, 728G — &, W0 ™ bl U o 52 ek A, DI, 9 AN 1 A 00 A ol A A 7 R R R B
dfy o B OO 4 AR Al R AL E T b A R — I T AN BRI G S AR A U, T R A
XPREE TR R, ERE - DMEAFHNRERES S . A, FE R EZ T IRE,
3 AR A A B 3 B4 O A < — T T AR T S b R B R B8 2 AR R AR (EUAS ) R LR Z
UL BE R Rl T (Becker, 1960) 5 55 — J7 181 W2 BURF L2 36 iz 55 18 205 036 A 20 20 b B sl A 51, T 1A
PR Z g B R GA IR R (4605 ,2023) o e A1E UL, BORN AR — & B0 27 19 52 N, AT DL i 2
AR SR 55 19 B MBS B MR A RE A SR %1 B A R A TR T AR S RE AR T 4% T B8 R O 1)
58
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O3 G R 55 B4 A 0 5 3 T R o AR T E A8 I IR AE R £ B0 SEE AR, AT R A B AR R
AR o A DRy — il ol JBE 22 02 PR B, ek 2 i M) AR R 0 o e 094 o Ak 23 DR B, O 3 BE 19 2R T IR R AT
A S EEMA TR N 2022 40 4R ATFAR , BRYH AL € [ 50 i sz At 2 i A A & fie 2 14t
UL, BT P T AR E R A ROR R A T — LW A I — i R S L X R S RS
A g s e g A — i R ENUE TR M B R AR A A S sk AT B e AR R A AR .
TAEBE B2 g b E L B A A o R AR S 2 S B 5C A, FRATT AT AR 3 O T A A I SR U
K ARG DL K o3 A R ) S S A0 SCHR L DABEFE b BE it b S G PR A O A Y [ PR 28 5, A8 3 b [ T
R BE— 22 7047 .
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RECEURE = B/ S I M L o G R W L G T 2 1 S 1= 300 [ 5 D o 1 R
fb.” (socialization from the demand side ) fE b —Fh A D322 W ve £ H = A 7T IR 093 . DL BT #Lie
PR Y T 2 % R Ak 5 ORI T SE 0 (8 0 Y R A 2 TR S ERAR S A, A T b W A AR R R AE 4
(Olsson, 1991) o E MK U5, Kig 1t LA IR 3K IR 5 W4 2l 04 BEZE N7 17 R i 0 1] DL S it DL ofs 1
R o A R TR S Ak 98 DA B B R R O AR S A% T 43 S S8 BT R L G Y A
%

AT LA, 3 S B0 A 32 SO B BB A5 5 IR — WK 2R SEAE AL, M A 52 PR A T R 56 4% [0 3t i 2 7 fe Ak 25
AR . 298 -1 e - R A 7 EL(1952) RLSE [ R ], BUA T 58 Uk thE 5K RS 19 B3R 3 5 Sk
R, AR B R A5 1Y A R AEAR R AR FE 0 ) T 4wk 2 O B il B2 L 95 30 8 B g DR 3 L SR fIK T %% 1
VDA B B AR 2 S AT K 4 A A DR . DB AR N R AT R JELE RS A SR O A B 1
FH SRR 0 43 B 2 5 25 1 03l ] T At S am AR R e . AN ik AF R 45 51 5 AH R 1% 1 — b il B2
HE 2R, i A1) [ 58 JF AN I a0 Hh— 480, TEAR 2R 4k 25 0 3 T i 2R B T 22 7 0l .

B, #% B8 Titmuss(1974) BYMESRE , b ok A At 25 48 A1) 50 ) B2 ALAE 2o 48 A0 AR B T SV 1% 57 1Y)
PR S, A AR A 2577 A M R B A2 At S s R o FE T — RN BUR H 75 7 5 IRXE B A 9 44
SR A BR Y FEA AR TG IR 55 E AR TEAE o FEJG — LT, wh S 4 R DR 15 78 AT fuf 4 25 R ] & Jie By
B R BUN N IZ B AT AT o 53X — R 43 BT 45, BRI g - R — L 48 2R (1990) #1218 1) B A<
F SRR (1) $23E T 38 B & R R R RS2 B A B 3 SO (2) B2 T R R ik
T ] R R ROR) S B R AT VA (3) 450 TALRRIE S L Ry “ 4k S R OV A, X TR A
B R = AN F AR 4y, BRI R o — R AR U i S AR i S B o B S R A [ Z 8] AR AR
DL K45 st AR i 4k 25 0 sl A RICR PP AR (1 T R &K

Fh o AR — G B2 HEAE S O R BB ) & AR BRI AR s A AR S B . 7R 2 (R
FIBEA SR = At 50) — A5 R 25 AR Z bR 3R 0 — R B R 52 — D2 R P 2986, is T HT
R 7 VNIl R I ol R W 17| K NERT 3 e e I el |51 M 0B SO s o W N S R
(Esping-Andersen, 2015) . 145 1 B9 45802 , 76 = FhR A [ 528 8 v, RO JE Ry ok 25 R 32 3= AR A
5, AT LU S0 Ry 4 B 2 4R 6 55 5 g g Bl s U A B TR B R B A S s, BT
5 TH 26 1F 0 BUA HE SRR B, 33 0 [ 530 5 J0AR o 500 A v o 45 B TR A B RSEE XA
sy A S BORAE BT U2 B A B S it R 2 A I IO AR B O TR i an L2 LB R S 1 H
) STt £ 2 E I A ST RN A3 BE R B 2 B 4 L R E T O ML 1 X S AL BRI 55 Bl 0 T 35 ORI S
it , (A 45 B 2R BE R AE N B K 28058 B ONTELBEAE [ 37 38 .

Za e S| K N1 o B N i [ o v W 5 [ - R & - 20 1 N 7 N Ry W N L |
AR B RE AT e A — R R AT BB AR S AU B AR A AR R IR — LR AR B IS4
T 55 3 A 4 1) Gl R SCRR 2 B ke ke, FRATT AT LM A A R R S A A A 2 U Sl A ERLRR &AL OF
g B E R R B el A g R A SR AR R SR LR AR A S MR AR
EIE AR .

O BRI S MBOR L R MR CHE S, IR AR A d EURARESA L ERET TEE
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Social Welfare System as the Cornerstone of Social Mobility and Fertility Desire

CAI Fang

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Summary: Since the total fertility rate of China, defined as the number of births per woman, fallen below the
replacement level of 2.1 in the early 1990s, it has gradually dropped to a low of 1.2 in 2021, one of the lowest in the
world. Consequently, China has entered a new phase of demographic transition characterized by negative population
growth and becoming an aged society. The determination and dynamics of fertility have been widely recognized as a key
issue concerned by both academic and policy researchers in China. Likewise, weak fertility desire and low fertility are
widespread phenomena in high-income and middle-income countries, and concern scholars in multiple disciplines of social
sciences worldwide.

Related disciplines have developed some theories and accumulated massive empirical evidence about how fertility
and its dynamics are determined. Among those theoretical and empirical works, children’s utility hypothesis in economics
and demographic transition theory in demography have provided mainstream explanations. While both the theories and
empirics resulting from testing these hypotheses do have more advantageous explaining power on why high fertility tends
to decline as countries’ income level grows, they are inept at answering questions such as whether or not countries with
very low fertility can resume their fertility to near the replacement level.

This paper explores the rationales, potentials, and ways for countries with very low fertility to resume a position
with a more sustainable fertility level or near the replacement level. The paper follows three logically sequent steps as
research unfolds. Firstly, it is intended to review the studies related to fertility by breaking the disciplinary boundaries
among demography, economics, and sociology, in the hope that the existing theoretical reasoning and empirical evidence
can be incorporated into a unified analytical framework on fertility. Secondly, it tries to synthesize the factors commonly
revealed, which are believed to weaken fertility desire and lower fertility rate, to a more analyzable conceptual
framework-social mobility. Thirdly, it tries to establish a new paradigm on the relationship between population and
development, which can hopefully help find effective ways to increase fertility.

If there is a fertility that is both sustainable for society and desirable for family, that is, a universal fertility rate
equivalent to replacement level, policies aiming to increase fertility can be effective through creating an environment in
which families tend to have two children and a country’s fertility tends to rise to the replacement level of 2.1. By retracing
the world history of economic development and academic thoughts and analyzing the equilibrium conditions under which
families realize their maximum utility, this paper confirms those assumptions, though as in any case of a new scholarly
conceptualization emerges, the existence of universal fertility and related trend of fertility regressing to it remains
hypothetical and subject to be further tested.

The main conclusions and policy implications for China can be summarized as follows. Firstly, since there are both
universal fertility and trends of fertility converging to it, to encourage fertility desire and enhance the fertility rate, policy
efforts should be made to create conditions for fertility to regress to the universal level. Secondly, in China’s case, as the
significantly wide income gaps among population groups reveal, social immobility serves as critical constraints that
prevent rural and urban families from meeting their fertility will. Thirdly, a social welfare system that covers all people
and their entire life span is an institutional cornerstone of social mobility. In conclusion, building a well-functioning
welfare state in accordance with China’s stage of economic and social development is a panacea for promoting social
mobility and thus enhancing fertility.
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