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Enlightenment of Economic Thoughts in Traditional Chinese Culture

to Contemporary Economic Research

JIN Chengwu

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Fine traditional Chinese culture has precious and rare resources for the development of philosophy and
social sciences with Chinese characteristics, laying solid foundation for the growth and development of philosophy and
social sciences with Chinese characteristics. Traditional Chinese culture contains rich economic thoughts, although
they have not yet been a theoretical system. These economic thoughts reflected ancient Chinese’ observation and cere-
bration of their own real economic activities, which also reflected to some extent the appearance of these economic ac-
tivities. Some thoughts were proposed in ancient China even earlier than those similar ones that Western scholars pro-
posed and are well-known. Many thoughts were widely rooted in real social and economic activities, and most of their
proposers were participants, administrators or observers of the activities. Therefore, these thoughts were more practi-
cal, other than abstract and theoretical. Reviewing and analyzing the contents and the practical foundations of these
thoughts will still highly enlighten contemporary economists, whose research can be thus improved substantially. This
is also the way to connect the essence of Marxism with the essence of fine Chinese traditional culture, and to promote
the sinicization and modernization of Marxism.

Keywords: Ancient Chinese Economic Thoughts; Traditional Chinese Culture; Enlightenment of Research
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