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Path Selection for High-quality Development of the Belt and Road:

A Framework for Theoretical Analysis

LI Xiangyang

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Promoting high-quality development of the Belt and Road has become a hot topic in academic circles in
recent years, but the conclusions surrounding its path present an endless list without intersection, and the lack of a
unified framework for theoretical analysis is the most eminent problem. The reason lies in the fact that most studies
are vague on the governance structure of the Belt and Road. This paper tries to provide a theoretical analytical {frame-
work for the path selection of high-quality development of the Belt and Road. To this end, first of all, it is necessary
to clarify the goal of high-quality development and the governance structure of the Belt and Road, as the premise of an-
alyzing the problem. Secondly, based on the above goal and governance structure, the basic principles to be followed
in promoting high-quality development of the Belt and Road should be determined: extensive consultation, joint contri-
bution and shared benefits; gradualism; marketization; the concept of the greater good and national self-interest.
Thirdly, in view of the constraints of internal and external environment, it is necessary to focus on the key issues and
realize the unification of domestic and foreign discourse system as the priority task at this stage. Last but not least,
new impetus need to be injected to promote high-quality development of the Belt and Road: One is to upgrade from the
narrow to the broad economic corridor through the construction of regional value chains, thus laying a micro founda-
tion for high-quality development; Another is to upgrade from hard to soft connectivity through institutionalization,
thus building institutional guarantee for high-quality development.

Keywords: The Belt and Road; High-quality Development; Viewpoint of Righteousness and Benefit; Economic

Corridors; Regional Value Chain
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