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The Role of Complainants in International Trade Disputes

—DMicro Evidence at the Case Level

WANG Xiaosong WANG Yanyan

(Renmin University of China, Beijing, China)

Abstract: In international trade disputes, the complainants represented by interest groups can exert influence on
the results of anti-dumping rulings and the level of tax rates, thus it is necessary to examine the role of anti-dumping
complainants in international trade. This paper takes the EU’s anti-dumping against China as an example for empirical
analysis. Relying on the classic “protection for sale” model in international trade theory, this paper quantitatively ana-
lyzes factors affecting the EU’s anti-dumping tax rate ruling on China, especially the impact of the complainants’ polit-
ical power on the ruling results measured by the nature of the complainants and the representativeness of the manufac-
turers. The empirical results show that during the inspection period, the interaction of various political and economic
factors ultimately determines the ruling result of the EU’s anti-dumping duties on China. The political power of the
complainants significantly affects the ruling results of anti-dumping cases and then the bilateral trade pattern. Some in-
dustry characteristics of the complainants also affect the ruling of anti-dumping tax rate. The final ruling tax rate is
more applicable to the “protection for sale” model than the initial ruling tax rate. This paper expands the application
scope of the “protection for sale” model, and provides insight and enlightenment for all sectors of China to deal with
restrictive measures against trading partners and promote the healthy development of foreign trade from the new per-
spective of complainants’ characteristics.

Keywords: Complainants; Anti-dumping; “Protection for Sale” Model; Industry Associations
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