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Digital Divide and Consumption Divide

—Analysis from the Perspective of Individual Consumption Inequality

YANG Biyun' WANG Yixuan' YT Xingjian'"*
(1. Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, China;
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Abstract: Based on the panel data constructed from the China Household Finance Survey (CHFS) Data in 2015,
2017 and 2019, this paper uses a Tobit fixed effect model to explore the influence of digital divide on individual con-
sumption inequality from the perspective of family. It is found that the digital divide has significantly increased individ-
ual consumption inequality, and the conclusion is still valid after handling the endogeneity problem and a series of ro-
bustness tests. The mechanism of digital divide on individual consumption inequality is verified from the perspectives
of income inequality and consumption smoothing channels. Focusing on the research of “access gap” and “use gap”, it
is found that the digital divide has a more prominent role in aggravating consumption inequality in underdeveloped are-
as and for vulnerable groups. Further research has found that the digital divide mainly increases the inequality in high-
er levels of consumption.
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