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The Connotation, Level and Charaterisitcis of the “Question” of Research in Chinese Economics

SHEN Kunrong ' LI Zilian®
(1. Nanjing University. Nanjing. China;
2. Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou, China)

Abstract: The “question” of research in Chinese economics originates from “people” and returns to “people”,
which, in its essence, points to the thought and behavior of “people” and their comprehensive development. There-
fore, it should adhere to the human orientation in the subject dimension, emphasize realistic care in the time dimension
and highlight local characteristics in the space dimension. According to the degree of satisfaction and the level of atten-
tion of human development needs, “questions” are divided into three levels: the first level is the goal-oriented “ques-
tions”, which mainly focus on and answer the ultimate needs of human beings; the second level is the intermediary
“question”, which focuses on and answers the key channels or intermediary nodes through which the end goal is
reached; the third level is the instrumental “question”, which focuses on what tools or strategies are used to influence
the intermediary nodes and ultimately enable the final needs to be satisfied effectively. According to the logical order of
appearance, “questions” can be further divided into forward “questions”, congruent “questions” and backward “questions”. In
the theoretical research and policy practice of economics with Chinese characteristics, we should focus on how to summarize
the “Chinese experience”, how to solve the “Chinese problems” and how to follow the “Chinese path”.

Keywords: Chinese Economics; Question Orientation; Human Orientation; Chinese Problems
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