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Higher Education Expansion, Employment Squeeze and Changes

in the Benefits of Secondary Vocational Education

LU Wanjun' ZHANG Binbin®
(1. Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing, China;
2. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Maintaining a reasonable return is the basic guarantee for the sustainable development of vocational ed-
ucation. This paper analyzes the benefits of secondary vocational education from the perspectives of occupational in-
come, occupational acquisition and access to urban Hukou. Comparing the differences between education type and
among graduation cohorts, this research constructs a DID model to assess the impact of expansion in higher education
on the return to secondary vocational education. The study finds that, before the enrollment expansion of higher edu-
cation, secondary vocational education had an obvious advantage in income over ordinary high school education. How-
ever, this advantage gradually vanished after the expansion of higher education. The cohort analysis showed that the
enrollment expansion of higher education has a negative impact on the income of secondary vocational education mainly
by crowding out high-income employment opportunities. This paper argues that the market return of vocational educa-
tion comes from professional skills. By matching vocational skills with market demand through relevant policies, it can
promote the development of vocational education by improving the labor market return of vocational education. At the
same time, in an era of rapid technological change, vocational education should pay attention to the cultivation of self-
learning ability and skill renewal ability, and make vocational education meet the needs of the new era by constructing
a lifelong learning system.

Keywords: Secondary Vocational Education; General Education; Returns to Education; Occupation Acquisition
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