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The History and Logic of Contemporary China’s Land Institutional Changes

CAI Jiming LI Mengmeng
(Tsinghua University. Beijing, China)

Abstract: This paper constructs an analytical framework combining dynamic development objectives and con-
straints faced by stakeholders,divides the history of land institution changes in the past 70-plus years since the foun-
ding of the People’s Republic of China into three stages: the regulation period of the integration of land ownership and
use right, the weak regulation period of the separation of land ownership from use right, and the deregulation period
of the homogenization of urban and rural land property rights. Through examining the regulation of land property
rights by the government in different periods, we find that the change of China’s land institution have been always
closely related to the overall national development goals, and intertwined with the distribution of land rights and inter-
ests between governments and farmers, which provides enlightenment and reference for deepening the current land in-
stitution reform.

Keywords: Land Institution; Institution Change; Property Right
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