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The Effect of Internet Use on Employment of the Elderly

LYU Mingyang' PENG Xizhe’ LU Menghua®
(1. The Ministry of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Beijing, China;
2. Fudan University, Shanghai, China)

Abstract: Utilizing data from the 2016 China Longitudinal Aging Social Survey, this paper uses probit, propensi-
ty score matching, and the IV approach to estimate the impact of Internet use on employment of the elderly. We find
that Internet use can significantly promote employment of the elderly. This conclusion remains robust after using 1V
and PSM to deal with the endogeneity. Further heterogeneity tests and interaction analysis show that the effect of In-
ternet use on employment of the elderly is characterized by regional imbalance, and the effect differs among the elderly
by education levels. Finally, this paper confirms Internet use boosts employment of elderly people by promoting social
interaction and improving health status of the elderly.

Keywords: Internet; The Elderly; Employment; Mechanism Analysis
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