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Import Competition and Export Product Quality of Chinese Enterprises

WEI Hao LIAN Huijun
(Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Actively expanding imports is an important part of China’s new round of opening-up at a higher level,
and the quality of export products is an important dimension of high-quality economic development. This paper studies
the impact of import competition on export product quality of Chinese manufacturing enterprises. The results show
that: (1) The import competition of final products significantly prevents enterprises from increasing the quality of ex-
port products, while the import competition of input products significantly improves export quality of enterprises, and
the negative effect of final product import competition is greater than the positive effect of input product import compe-
tition in magnitude. Overall, import competition has significance inhibited the quality of Chinese enterprises’ export
product. (2) Import competition mainly reduces the quality of export products by inhibiting enterprise innovation, and
a higher level of intellectual property rights protection is not conductive to the positive effect of import competition on
export product quality. (3) Although import competition has a significantly negative effect on the export product quali-
ty of high productivity enterprises, domestic funded enterprises, technology intensive enterprises and enterprises ex-
porting to low and middle income countries, import competition significantly promotes the export product quality of
low productivity enterprises. Therefore, in order to make better use of the innovation effect of import competition and
achieve high-quality economic development, the government needs to scientifically understand the relationship between
import. intellectual property rights protection and innovation.

Keywords: Import Competition; Export Product Quality; Enterprise Innovation; Intellectual Property Rights Pro-

tection
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