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The Evolution of Development Concepts and Theories Since the Reform and Opening-up:

A Concurrently Discussion of Theoretical Origin of High-Quality Development

HONG Yinxing
(Nanjing University, Nanjing, China)

Abstract: The transition from a phase of rapid growth to a stage of high-quality development conforms to the law
of development of quantitative change to qualitative change. Deng Xiaoping has pointed out that development is the ab-
solute principle and Xi Jinping has emphasized that development is the top priority in governing and rejuvenating the
country,implying that development is the foundation of high-quality development. Modernization is the development
goals of developing countries. The evolution from the three strategic goals to the two centenary goals for moderniza-
tion depicts the progress of socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics in the new era as well as indicates the
goals of high-quality development. The evolution from the Scientific Outlook on Development to the New Development
Philosophy reflects the connotation of high-quality development. The evolution from demand-side to supply-side struc-
tural reform sets the fundamental path to fulfill high-quality development. The evolution from opening-up to open de-
velopment makes clear the requirements of high-quality development under the new background of economic globaliza-
tion. The study of the evolution of development thought from Deng Xiaoping to Xi Jinping will help us better under-
stand Xi Jinping’s Economic Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, and meanwhile to be
the theoretical guidance for the construction of development economics with Chinese Characteristics.

Keywords: Reform and Opening-up; High-Quality Development; Economic Development Theory
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