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Marketization Process, Educational Assortative Mating and Household Income Inequality

WANG Wentao'! CAO Dandan®

(1. Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing,China;2. Southwest University,Chongqing,China)

Abstract: The resurgence of educational assortative mating in Chinese marriage market provides a new research
perspective for interpreting the evolution of household income inequality in the process of modernization. Based on data
from the 2015 Chinese General Social Survey and the recentered influence function regression approach, the influence
of marketization process and educational assortative mating on household income inequality is examined. The results
show that educational assortative mating has a significant “Matthew effect” among different families, which in turn
leads to the widening of income inequality. However, the promotion of the marketization process tends to weaken the
widening effect of educational assortative mating on income inequality. Different indices and samples as well as addi-
tional control variable are tried as robustness tests, the results of which indicate that the conclusions still hold. There-
fore, the policy focus should be on improving the social security system and continuing to promote the marketization
construction.

Keywords: Marketization; Educational Assortative Mating; Income Inequality; Recentered Influence Function Regres-
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