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The Transformation of Functions of Trade Unions in China:

From the Synergy of Enterprise Interests to Protection of Employee Rights and Interests

JIN Weidong' CUI Yadong®
(1. Qingdao University,Qingdao,China; 2. Shandong University of Finance and Economics,Jinan,China)

Abstract: With the rapid increase in labor disputes, the functional orientation of China’s trade unions has recently
become the focus of social concern. Based on the latest practice in China’s development of labor relations, this article
utitlizes methods of text analysis, treatment effects and instrumental variables estimation to depict the evolution of
functions of China’s trade unions. from the theoretical and empirical perspective. The study shows that, firstly, trade
unions have indeed played the role of maintenance and has significantly improved the rights and interests of workers.
Secondly. the functions of trade unions have been transformed. Trade unions again play the role of labor organizations
and are no longer synergies for corporate interests. Thirdly, in response to the changes in the focus of the Party and
government, the administrative construction has become the driving force for the transformation of trade unions’ func-
tions rather than the obstacles. Therefore, it is beneficial for uphold leadership of trade unions by the Party and gov-
ernment to give full play to the maintenance functions of trade unions and then promote the construction of a harmoni-
ous labor relationship.

Keywords: Trade Unions; Maintenance Functions; Enterprise Interests; Employee Rights and Interests
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