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Retrospect and Prospect of Research on Air Pollution in the Context of China’s Urbanization

YUAN Xiaoling! LI Zhaopeng' FANG Kai*
(Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, China; 2. Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening-up. China’s urbanization has made great progress. However, air pollu-
tion has been a serious problem at the same time. To promote high-quality economic development, it is of vital impor-
tance to explore the interactive mechanism between urbanization and air pollution. After clarifying the concepts of ur-
banization and air pollution. this paper reviews the related fields of research in four aspects: (1) the spatial-temporal
distribution of air pollution and its driving forces; (2) the impact of urbanization on air pollution; (3) the impact of air
pollution on urbanization; and (4) the control of air pollution. In terms of the controversies surrounding the existence
of the EKC curve and how urbanization affects air pollution, this paper discusses in depth the root causes of the differ-
ences and even contradictions in existing literature, and argues that the coupling relationship between urbanization and
air pollution should be investigated by consolidating the theoretical framework, constructing integrated urbanization
development system and strengthening comparative case studies. Finally, this paper concludes that finding the optimal
path for new-type urbanization under the constraint of air pollution is the key to promoting high-quality socio-economic
development.
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