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“Frozen Taxes” ; Evolution and Dilemma of River Dues System in Aumer Basin
of Northeast China during the Republican Period
Wu Lingfei, Li Ruifeng

Abstract ; Institutions from text to local practice under the influence of specific geographical environment and
social relations, often produce corresponding local versions. In modern China, customs was a highly
integrated department, especially in the aspect of tax revenue as its core business. From the design of tax
system, to the transfer and storage of tax revenue, customs had relatively unified arrangements. Nevertheless,
some customs duties have also produced well-defined local versions. As a part of the modern customs revenue
system, the river dues was influenced by the climate of the basin in the northern northeast of China, the river
conditions and the complex game relations during the implementation of tax system, so the river dues system
in this region was quite different from that in other regions of China. As a local variant of ship notes, river
dues play a role of ship notes, which is also included in the statistics of ship notes. However, the
background, objects, methods, management and usage of river dues are quite different from those of ship
notes. To clarify the problems of river dues and expenditure in the northeast basin during the Republic of
China will help to form a more complete picture of the system of ship money and thus deepen the
understanding of the complicated local practice process of customs revenue system under the influence of
multiple factors such as geographical environment and social relations from the perspective of individual cases.

Keywords ;: Maritime Customs, River Dues, Tonnage Dues, Geographical Environment
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