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The Establishment and Evolution of Sichuan’s Subsidy and Contribution
System in Qing Dynasty
Lt Qinghong, Liu Shigu

Abstract ; The land tax and it’s surcharge is a basic topic in the study of the economic history. In the Qing
Dynasty, the Sichuan’s Subsidy( Jintie) had undergone the variation from local officials’ self-collection on the
basis of grain distribution to as the quota of the land tax. The Contribution ( Juanshu) had transferred from
local officials persuaded the gentry and people to donate to levied on the basis of grain distribution. After the
Xianfeng and Tongzhi era, the fiscal expenditure of Sichuan Province increased day by day, and the
Governor-General of Sichuan requested to collect the Subsidy and Contribution on an annual basis, almost as
a forever precedent, which could be regarded as informal additional taxes on land. In the late Qing Dynasty,
the quota of Sichuan’s Government Student ( Xue-e) and the Provincial Graduate ( Zhong-e) had increased,
which were virtually caused by the joint efforts of Subsidy and Contribution. In Local County, the Sichuan’s
Subsidy and Contribution were collected and transported by the Rural Vocational Service and Yamen officers,
which was no different from the Land Tax system. However, affected by the administrative and financial
reform, also with the transfer of local power structure, handling the local public affairs and other factors, the
composition of local bureaus and their staff had changed in the Local County. The institution of Subsidy and
Contribution in Sichuan provided an important entry point for examining the social and fiscal structure
changes, as well as the interaction between the central and local government in the Late Qing Dynasty.

Keywords : Sichuan Province, Subsidy, Contribution, Fiscal Structure, Social Changes
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