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An Study on Transportation Projects in the Qin and Han Dynasties
from the Perspective of Economic and Social History

Wang Zijin
Abstract; Inheriting the tradition of Qin people’s “preference for launching projects ( hao xing shi)”, the
Qin Empire pursued large-scale transportation projects with the goal of “standardization of wheelbase ( che
tong gui)”. The transportation planning system of the Han Dynasty was based on the Qin system, and
important transportation construction was decided by the highest ruling group. Project costs were often
carefully calculated, reflecting the historical progress of national economic management. From a social
history perspective, the public attitudes was valued by rulers and influenced the initiation and implementation
of transportation projects. The transportation projects mostly adopted militarized management, which may
have been based on considerations of efficiency or perhaps to avoid excessive impact on social and economic
order and public sentiment. There is a tradition of inscribing stone tablets to record achievements in
transportation projects, focusing on the amount of man-days, a tradition that has lasted for a long time since
the Han Dynasty for institutional and social history reasons.

Keywords: Han Inheriting the Qin System, Transportation Projects, Institutional History, Social History
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