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A Textual Research and Elaboration on the Land Area of the
Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate in Suzhou (1049 —1899)
Li Xueru

Abstract: As the source and model of traditional Clan charitable estate,the Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate in
Suzhou has a wide and far-reaching social influence. As the core element of the Clan’s charitable estate, the
land area of the Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate was of huge scale and attracted much attention from the
world. About it’s number of the land area, there spreaded a different text view in the history. This paper combs
the historical materials contained in Fan’s Genealogy revised in the year of Guangxu twenty-five, examining
and verifying each other, and combines local chronicles and collected works to fill in the gaps. The purpose
of this study is to examines the changes in the profits and losses of the land area of the Fan Clan’s Charitable
Estate from the founding in the first year of Renzong’s reign in Song Dynasty to the twenty-five year of
Guangxu’s reign in the Qing Dynasty, estimating the land area of Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate in different
periods, analyzing the gain path and loss reason of land area,exploring the true appearance of the scale of the
Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate,in order to deepen the understanding of the traditional Clan charitable estate.

Keywords: Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate, Fan’s Genealogy Revised in the Guangxu Period, Land Area of

Fan Clan’s Charitable Estate
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