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The Grass Cloth Trading Network of the Jin Merchants and the Market
Level of the Central Part of Zhili in the Late Qing Dynasty and the
Early Republic of China—Focusing on Wanjuheng
Zhao Gongzhi, Liu Qiugen

Abstract; In the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, Wanjuheng, located in Taigu, Shanxi,
in the business operations between Sichuan and North China. Wanjuheng maintained its long-distance trade
operations and promoted the formation of its trade networks through product allocation by post offices and
warehouses, multi-location fair operations, and fund allocation by private escort agencies and financial
institutions. In the geographical space, including Weibo, Baoding, Maozhou, Xinji, etc. , temple fairs in
central towns of Zhili, a part of the trading market, are the key to connecting many links in the Jin
Merchants’ grass cloth trading Network. Under the perspective of commercial shops, through the inspection of
their trade network, it can reflect the hierarchy of the urban market during this period from both commodity
and capital aspect. Among them, in the commodity market, according to the existing hierarchical standards,
Maozhou is a regional commercial center of A-level, and Weibo is a regional commercial center of B-level.
Baoding Prefecture in the late Qing has been developed into A-level regional commercial center, and the capital
market of Zhili can preliminarily be divided into two levels: the terminal market and the transfer market.
Keywords: The Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China, Jin Merchants, Grass Cloth Trading
Network , Zhili Central, Market-Level
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