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The Source and Direction of Official Expenses at Jiangnan
Weaving Institutions during the Qing Dynasty
Wang Jiale

Abstract; The three textile bureaus in Jiangnan resumed operation successively in the form of state-run,
during the early Qing Dynasty. Central government made clear fiscal institutional arrangements for the three
bureaus to undertake silks and satins dyeing etc. In addition, the official business of the bureaus had
lacked legal fund for a long time. During Kangxi reign, the bondservants (booi) acted both as the directors
of the textile bureaus and the huainan-huaibei salt administrator, thereupon the extra salt tax had been
illegally used to fund the bureaus affairs constantly, which leaded to salt coupon congestion and serious salt
tax shortfall. Before long, licit allocation of the official expenses of the Jiangnan weaving institutions from
the extra customs duties and extra salt tax was implemented. Reimbursement of the office expenses should
be checked by the Imperial Household Administration, and the remaining funds belonged to the emperor’s
privy purse. The official expenses at the Jiangnan weaving institutions finally evolved into a part of the
Imperial Household Finaces. According to the above-mentioned results, we can clearly observe how the
Imperial Household Finaces and the State Finance split commercial tax resources, which helps to promote
our understanding of the design of central government financial institution of the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, Official Expenses at Jiangnan Weaving Institutions, Imperial Household

Finaces, Custom Duty, Salt Tax
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