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The Trade and Development of Cotton Industry in Modern Wuhan

(1893 -1937)
Diao Li, Tang Qian
Abstract. In the late-Qing-early-ROC period, with the rapid development of commercial trade in Hankou
Town, Wuhan’s connection with the outside world became more and more close, and the Wuhan cotton
industry trade pattern began to reshape under the impact of external forces. The advancement of early
industrialization caused a series of changes in the cotton industry in Wuhan area from production to sales.

After the technological improvement and innovation, the cotton industry has gradually established a
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complete supply and demand system between cities and rural areas. The cotton industry presented the
localization upgrade after early industrialization in the modern Wuhan area. The original integration of rural
spinning and weaving has changed to the fine division of labor driven by supply and demand for urban and
rural markets, that is, the professional division of labor in rural cotton, urban spinning, and rural weaving.
The original rural spinning weaving is integrated into the two -way division of labor and demand of the urban
and rural markets, namely the professional division of labor in rural cotton, urban spinning, and rural
woven fabrics. Rural homespun fabric used machine yarns to improve and upgrade, further expanding the
sales market. In the development of Wuhan cotton industry, the innovation of raw materials and technology,
local businessmen, and geographical location have played a huge role. After the improvement of the
localization of cotton industry in modern times, early industrial chain relationships also appeared. Wuhan is
located in the center of the Yangtze River Interior and plays a very important role in the “second hand” role
in the modern market. It is the place where the new and old things are handed down and converged. Under
the impact of foreign trade, through the analysis of the cotton textile industry, we can see that Wuhan as a
modern commercial center and inland shipping hub has a very strong influence.

Keywords: Urban and Rural Supply and Demand Two-way Drive, Cotton Industry Trade, Cotton

Industry Development
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