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The Relationship Between the Southern Grain Supply System and the
Northern Grain Supply System in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Ruan Baoyu

Abstract. After the movement of Yongle to Beijing, the grain supplied to the capital during the Hongwu
Period was redistributed, forming two systems: The North grain transportation system to Beijing, which was
mainly transported by military and the South grain transportation system to Nanjing, which was still
transported by civilian. However, after the middle Period of the Ming Dynasty, with the increasing trend of
the Southern grain’s change to silver by North and the different way to pay Nanjing grain transportation
army’s remuneration, the southern grain and the northern grain began to levy together. The southern grain
and the northern grain chief, who were responsible for the transportation corvee, merged into one system,
as well as the southern grain work checking system. After the abolition of the status of Nanjing as the capital
of the Ming Dynasty in the Qing Dynasty, Nanjing was transformed into a local military expenditure and the
grain transportation fee, from Ming Dynasty’s central finance to the provincial and Liang Dao’s Finance. At
the same time, it also inherited the trend of the combination, further deepening the process of the
monetization of taxes and corvee, which is an important aspect of the reformation of taxes and corvee and
social changes in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Keywords: Two Capital System,Hongwu System, Taxes and Corvee,Southern Grain Supply System
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