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A New Exploration of the Shou Shi( F5Z) of the Tang Dynasty
Zhang Heng
Abstract; The “Zi Zhan Nian” (“ H 5 4E”) tradition since Qin and Han, is the source of the Shou Shi
system of the Tang Dynasty. The Shou Shi of the Tang Dynasty is the basic instrument for the household

registration system. Most of the time of the Tang Dynasty, the Shou Shi should be checked once a year,
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which is known as “Sui Shi Mao Ding, Yi Fu Shou Shi” ( “B I $i & , LLFft =527 ). In the Tang Dynasty,
the accounting and household registrations also need to be determined according to the Shou Shi. The
verification of military service in the early Tang Dynasty, also need to be carried out every year based on the
Shou Shi. Only in this way that the Shou Shi should be checked once a year could make a timely and
accurate information for the accounting, household registrations and the verification of military service on the
Tang Dynasty. Since the mid-Tang Dynasty, due to the influence of the change of the household registration
system and the instrument system, the Die Wen ( i 3 ) in the early Tang Dynasty gradually became the
Zhuang Wen (k3 ) and the Tie Wen (15 3C) ,and some functions of the Shou Shi also replaced by the Hu Tie
(15 ) or Hu Zhuang( 4R ). During this period of the Northern Song, Gold, and Western Summer, although
there are differences in the content and information carriers, the Shou Shi system is implemented. This
statistical and reporting system of private information has long been in existence at most times in ancient
China, which is the basis for carrying out the research of the national service and the management of
population, significantly contributing to the research of ancient Chinese socioeconomic history.

Keywords : Tang Dynasty, Shou Shi, Unearthed Literature, Hu Tie, Evolution
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